An Exaltation of Agape
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

1 Cor. 13 is the Apostle Paul’s attempt to lift up and exalt the most
aspect of what it means to be a Christian.

In vv. 1-3, Paul also sets up a fictitious character we could call “the
most amazing Christian in the world” to demonstrate the
of love. Paul imagines a Christian who was capable of the peak of
expression, of intellectual and revelation capacity, of
operational, miracle-working power, and of self-sacrifice and
. This most amazing Christian in the world is, from
heaven’s perspective, nothing but , noisy, and
to the kingdom if his deepest motivations and daily
interactions are not shaped by agape love. For the Christian, love is
the one spiritual virtue required for every other Christian virtue or
act of ministry to have at all.

We learn in vv. 4-7 that agape love has some very specific
characteristic behaviors. These behaviors taken together depict an

identifiable that is always present in the person who is
controlled by “agape.” The “agape” Christian reflects a devotion
and dedication to that imitates God’s devotion and
dedication to the when He sent Jesus to die forit,

Paul concludes his exaltation of Agape by emphasizing love’s
in vv. 8-13. Paul describes looking into the future God
has for His people. Unfortunately, all we can see is dim and
. If we could see our glorious future clearly, we would
notice that most of the things considered so important today will be
valueless or completely absent from . Three things,
however, will remain: Faith, hope, and love. And the
of these is love.

Long before St. Paul exalted love, God pulled back a curtain in the
heavens to reveal to the heavenly host a exposing the ,
slain from the foundation of the world. He did so to demonstrate and
to exalt love; His love for you and me--the kind of love He desires
us




