
 

Dear Crossroads Family, 
Our text for the sermon and for many of our Bible study classes this coming Sunday is from the book of 
Job.  This Old Testament text includes the story of a man who lived during the period of the Patriarchs—
the same timeframe as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—approximately 2000-1800 BC.  As such, the story of 
Job predates the development of Judaism as a religion. Job was a worshiper of God before His name was 
revealed, maybe even before Abram left Ur of the Chaldees for the Promised Land. 
 
Job was a man of tremendous power and wealth who lost it all in a single day. Shortly after, he was 
stricken with agonizing boils from head to toe.  While the book begins and ends with short sections of 
prose, the vast majority of it—from Chapter 3 through Chapter 42:6—is written in highly structured, 
sophisticated poetic form.  It is widely considered one of the greatest masterpieces of Hebrew poetry in 
world literature! 
 
This “poetic” section of the book involves a dialogue between Job and three friends who come to comfort 
Him. Their attempts at comfort quickly devolve into criticism. They accuse Job, asserting that he is being 
punished by God because of some hidden sin.  They reflect a popular theological viewpoint that teaches 
that God blesses and rewards the righteous and punishes sinners.  The book of Job attempts to shatter 
that theological glass house and champions instead a theology of inscrutable sovereignty—that God’s 
purposes and reasons for suffering are impossible to understand and explain to humans. Job’s theology 
is that of Isaiah’s.  God speaks through Isaiah in Isa. 55:8-9 and says, “For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD.  “As the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
 
In response to his friends, Job proclaims his innocence.  He doesn’t claim sinless perfection, only that he 
has attempted to honor God with his life and worship and has done nothing to bring a calamity of this 
scale upon himself or his family.  The book isn’t about achieving eternal salvation by living a good life.  It 
is an attempt to answer the age-old question, “why do the righteous suffer?” 
 
Our text for Sunday (which is both Sanctity of Life Sunday and the day before Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 
includes Job’s defense that he has been a champion for social justice.  Job’s description of his life proves 
that concern for the weak, the vulnerable, and those oppressed by the social order is not just a 
suggestion, but a divine expectation. Because God is the architect of justice, He requires His followers to 
be the hands that repair societal brokenness. (Sermon notes are provided below.) 
 



That emphasis in the book Job will be our focus this Sunday morning.  As God’s people, we are called not 
only to be concerned about the eternal salvation of individuals but also about fairness, justice, and the 
well-being of people in the present because God is concerned about these things. 
 
As a community of believers, we should be talking about the things that are a concern to our God. We’ll 
be doing that this Sunday morning.  I hope you will join us for the conversation. It will be a good one! 
 
Love, 
 
Bro. Doug 
__________ 
Motivated to Meet Needs 
Job 31:13-23 
 
One of the most intriguing books of the Bible is the book of Job.  It addresses the ageless question, why 
do the righteous _______? Much of the book involves Job listening to and ________ _____ against the 
accusations of his 3 so-called friends, who insist that Job’s suffering proves he has committed some 
secret, terrible sin. A major part of his claim to innocence is that, though he has been a man of wealth 
and power, he has been faithful to ______ and be an _________ for those less fortunate and in need. 
 
Job defends himself against any claim that he has failed to be _________ ___________ with his wealth and 
power. Job understood—and we must recognize—that God is passionately committed to the poor and 
powerless and has instructed ____ _______ to dismantle the inequities that marginalize them. 
 
Job claimed he was motivated to act with ethical and moral responsibility because, regardless of 
socioeconomic standing, every person is a _________ of God and equally _______ by Him. God loves the 
world, but there is a special place in His heart for those whom the world tends to ________—widows, 
orphans, needy, children, the unborn.  We are called to ________ our God. 
 
But Job also claims to have been ethically and socially responsible because he knew that if we fail to do 
so, we invite God’s _______. He knew what Paul would later record in 2 Cor. 5:10—“We must all appear 
before the _________ _____ of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done 
while in the body, whether good or bad.” There is never a time or text in Scripture that excuses God’s 
people from being socially active in ________ the needs and __________ the earthly lives of those in need. 
Job was a champion for these things. 
 
Job argues for his innocence, not to say he is worthy of __________, but to say that sin didn’t ______ his 
earthly suffering. We are called to moral and ethical responsibility, but eternal salvation is only found as 
a gift of God’s _______ through ______ in Jesus Christ. 
__________ 
A Few Announcements: 
 
In Observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day there will not be Sunday Night Service or HS Youth Ministry 
this Sunday. The church office will be closed Monday, January 19. 
 
2025 Contribution Statements will be available for pick up in the church foyer this Sunday, January 18, 
and next Sunday, January 25, before and after the worship service. You can also pick up your statement 
in the church office during office hours. 
 



The Women of Prayer Luncheon is Monday, January 19, from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm, all women are 
invited to come to this luncheon at Gail Anderson’s house (7818 Mary Carolyn). Kim Beckman will be the 
guest speaker, presenting “Show Up to 2026.” Please RSVP to  Gail at 210.863.5254. 
 
The Card & Crafting Ministry will be meeting on Tuesday, January 20, at 12:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Please join us & be a part of this fun outreach ministry for others. 
 
Community Choir will begin meeting again this week on Wednesday, January 21, at 11:00 am in the 
Choir Rm. If you have a love for music and would enjoy a relaxed time of sharing music, this is the place 
for you! All are welcome to join us for a fun time of singing! 
 
The Lord’s Supper will be observed next Sunday, January 25. Please plan to be present for this special 
time of remembrance. 
  
 
Dr. Doug Diehl 
San Antonio, TX 78254 
  

 
 


