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Dear Crossroads Family,

This coming Sunday marks the end of the current Bible study and sermon series entitled, “Essentials for
Christian Living.” It is only appropriate that the ultimate message in the series addresses the ultimate
Christian essential: Love. We will be considering the teachings of one of the two or three most well-
known chapters in the Bible: 1 Corinthians 13.

Of course, the “love” that is essential for believers in Jesus is not romantic love, though romantic love can
be wonderful. Neither is it familial love—the kind we have for family and good friends. The love that the
Scripture says is essential for believers is expressed in the New Testament with the Greek word “agape”
(ah-GAH-pee). This word refers to the kind of love that God has for us—a love that isn’t transactional,
that is, it isn’t dependent on what the one loved can give in return. It is a self-sacrificing love that flows
from the will and choice of the one who gives it.

1 Corinthians 13 is the Apostle Paul’s attempt to exalt love to the highest pinnacle of Christian living; the
most essential virtue that energizes and enlivens every other aspect of a believer’s life and ministry. It is
easy to conclude that the study of the chapter in Scripture is potentially the most important study for a
believer to undertake.

I pray you will take seriously this opportunity to study and consider this crucial chapter of Scripture along
with your brothers and sisters in your Crossroads family. (Sermon notes are provided below.) I know it
will be a great day of Bible study, fellowship, and worshiping the Lord.

I look forward to seeing you and worshiping with you this Sunday.

Agape,
Bro. Doug

An Exaltation of Agape
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

1 Cor. 13 is the Apostle Paul’s attempt to lift up and exalt the most aspect of what it means
to be a Christian.

In vv. 1-3, Paul also sets up a fictitious character we could call “the most amazing Christian in the world”

to demonstrate the of love. Paul imagines a Christian who was capable of the peak of
expression, of intellectual and revelation capacity, of operational, miracle-working power, and of self-
sacrifice and . This most amazing Christian in the world is, from heaven’s perspective,
nothing but , noisy, and to the kingdom if his deepest motivations and daily

interactions are not shaped by agape love. For the Christian, love is the one spiritual virtue required for
every other Christian virtue or act of ministry to have at all.



We learn in vv. 4-7 that agape love has some very specific characteristic behaviors. These behaviors
taken together depict an identifiable that is always present in the person who is controlled by
“agape.” The “agape” Christian reflects a devotion and dedication to that imitates God’s
devotion and dedication to the when He sent Jesus to die forit,

Paul concludes his exaltation of Agape by emphasizing love’s in vv. 8-13. Paul describes
looking into the future God has for His people. Unfortunately, all we can see is dim and CIf
we could see our glorious future clearly, we would notice that most of the things considered so important
today will be valueless or completely absent from . Three things, however, will remain: Faith,
hope, and love. And the of these is love.

Long before St. Paul exalted love, God pulled back a curtain in the heavens to reveal to the heavenly host
a exposing the , slain from the foundation of the world. He did so to demonstrate and to
exalt love; His love for you and me--the kind of love He desires us

A Few Announcements:

Women on Mission will be meeting this week on Tuesday, September 1, at 10:00 am in the Fellowship
Hall. All women interested in missions are invited to attend.

Tuesday AM Bible Study is returning September 8 with a new book study. Join us in the Fellowship
Hall at 10:00 am as we begin our study of Experiencing God: Knowing & Doing the Will of God. Contact
Carol Fisher at 801.706.3004 for more information.

Young at Heart is back! It’s time for another season of Young at Heart! Thursday, September 10, at
11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall bring your favorite Potluck Dish/Dessert and join us for this new season.
The guest speakers this month will be from Gonzaba Medical Group. They will be bringing helpful
information as annual enrollment approaches. All are welcome!

Volunteers are needed to help with the Celebrate Recovery Ministry. Please contact Timothy Waters for
more information (210.571.2476).

Back to Church Sunday at Crossroads is scheduled for September 13. Make plans to be at church on this
day and invite others as well! Let’s get back into the habit of Sunday Morning Bible Study and Worship!

Dr. Doug Diehl
San Antonio, TX 78254



