Dear Crossroads Family,

Have you ever been stuck in a group conversation that rapidly devolves into a verbal demolition derby? It
starts innocently enough, but within two minutes, three different people are simultaneously pitching
conflicting advice, someone is shouting a barely relevant anecdote about their cousin's ferret, and every
overlapping voice is escalating in pitch just to survive. Everyone has an experience, an opinion, or a
desperate urge to pontificate, and waiting for someone to actually finish a sentence is treated like a sign of
tactical weakness. You just sit there, head spinning like you're a referee at a debate at a toddler auction,
realizing that no meaningful information is being exchanged.

It seems these days that everyone wants to talk, but no one wants to listen. Many long to be heard; Few
strain to hear.

One of the wonderful things about our God is this: Though His words are the most powerful things in the
cosmos, He is delighted to hear us; to hear the words of His children. He is perfectly capable of listening
quietly to our prayers, petitions, anxious concerns, and even our complaints.

But what about us? Are we capable of listening quietly to His voice? Are we brave enough to turn down
the noise around us and silence our own speech long enough to give His word a chance to break through?

This Sunday we will begin a series of Bible studies and Sermons entitled, “Hearing the Voice of God.”
The first sermon, “Feeling Ghosted by God,” will address the issue of what might be going on when our
God who speaks, and whose words are the most powerful things in the cosmos, seems to be silent.
(Sermon notes are provided below.) Faithful believers in the Scripture experience His silence from time to
time, and we all have as well.

I’'m sure you will want to be present to consider this universally relevant topic. Join your church family in
Bible study and worship this Sunday as we learn together from His written word and listen for His
powerful voice in our lives.

See you Sunday!

Love,
Bro. Doug

*One extra note: Crossroads Monthly Food & Diaper Drive is postponed until next Sunday, 9/13, because
of the holiday weekend. Please be prepared to bring your donations next Sunday. Also, because of the
holiday, there will not be evening activities Sunday night and the church office will be closed on Monday.



Feeling Ghosted by God
Exodus 3:1-6, 11-15, & 4:28-31

It is upsetting, even - to feel ghosted by God. This was how the must have
felt as slaves in Egypt until God began to speak clearly to His people again.

Maybe the most important truth we can take away from Exodus 3 is that our God is a God. In
Scripture, God sometimes spoke through dreams and visions, messengers, , and
especially through the word and the still small voice—that subtle, quiet internal presence of His

in those who have chosen to be His people.

The most enlivening, uplifting, and important thing that can change your life for the better is to a
from God. But what if we feel ghosted by God. Why would God be ?
God needed time to Moses for the moment He would speak to him, and through him to Pharaoh

and to His people. It took 80 years to prepare Moses to hear the word of the Lord in that burning bush.

You may be going through a time in which you desperately need to hear a word from God, but He seems

silent. Trust that He is even in His silence to prepare you to hear His voice. Use this time to
your to His, and whatever you do, don’t ____on Him.

Also, God may seem silent because we aren’t . Exo0. 3:4 says, “When the LORD saw that he
had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush.” God waited to speak until Moses came
o . If it seems God is ghosting you, it may be you’re so that you haven’t come to
look and to hear from Him.

The most important thing to know about hearing from God is found in Hebrews 1:1-2. It says, “...in these
last days He has spoken to us by His Son.” The first, - step in hearing a spoken word
from God is receiving the of God into your life—receiving Jesus as your Savior and
Lord.

A Few Announcements:

Back to Church Sunday at Crossroads is scheduled for September 13. Make plans to be at church on this
day and invite others as well!

Children’s Church is returning next week, September 13! Parents need to register their Kinder-5th grade
children who will be attending Children’s Church. Use the QR code on the flyer in the bulletin or
complete the form on the back of the flyer and place it in the offering plate or on the Welcome desk.

Volunteers are needed to help with the Celebrate Recovery Ministry. Please contact Timothy Waters for

more information (210.571.2476).

Dr. Doug Diehl
San Antonio, TX 78254



