Dear Crossroads Family,

Close your eyes and think about God. What do you see? What do you really believe about Him?

American views of God are incredibly diverse, spanning a spectrum from complete skepticism to deep, personal
intimacy. First, we must acknowledge that when some close their eyes, they see nothing. Some people (though
I wonder if they are being honest with themselves) do not believe in God at all. Atheists generally maintain that
the natural world is all there is, relying on science and reason to explain existence without a supernatural
creator. Agnostics occupy a space of uncertainty, believing that the nature or existence of the Divine is
ultimately unknowable. Between these points lies a vast "in-between" of seekers and "nones" who may believe
in a soul or an afterlife but remain unattached to any specific definition of a deity. In their minds, God is less of
a fixed doctrine and more of an individual exploration.

Moving toward the middle of the spectrum, a significant and growing portion of the population identifies as
"spiritual but not religious." These individuals often reject traditional biblical depictions of God in favor of an
impersonal "higher power" or "universal spirit." In this view, God is less like a person and more like an
underlying energy, a life force, or a "Ground of Being" that connects all things. Others may hold a deistic
perspective, viewing God as more of a person but uninterested in relationships with humans. He set the universe
in motion but remains distant and non-intervening, much like a cosmic architect who no longer interacts with
the building. So, for this middle group, God exists but not as a person with whom we can have any sort of
personal relationship.

Finally, many Americans view God as a personal, relational being—specifically the God of the Bible—who i1s
all-knowing, all-powerful, and actively involved in human affairs. This group often views God as a loving
father or a guide who hears prayers, rewards good deeds, and offers protection. For these believers, faith is not
just a set of rules but a two-way relationship that shapes their daily decisions and moral framework.

I assume your view of God tracks with this last group. So, let me ask another question: how do you feel about
your relationship with Him. Are you comfortable with that relationship? This Sunday we will consider how we
can be confident that our relationship to God is good and secure—that we can approach His throne boldly.

You don’t want to miss this Sunday. The Bible study and my sermon will speak to the very heart of what it
means to have a good relationship to God. (Sermon notes are provided below.) Let’s join in worship together
trusting that our personal God is going to speak to our hearts and bless our lives as we worship Him.

See you Sunday,

Love,
Bro. Doug



The Best Freedom of Speech
1 John 3:21-4:12

Like our Bill of Rights, God’s word guarantees freedom of to believers in Jesus? But the free speech
we are promised is and more than that protected by our Bill of Rights according to 1 John
3:21-24.

“Confidence” is the translation of a word that literally means, “ - ” — the freedom to say everything
with no fear of . Our free speech in Christ is better because it is God, the ultimate

of the whole universe, Who accepts our relationship and communication with Him. And unlike the 1%
amendment which only guarantees speech, not a , He promises that He hears us in 1 John 5:14-15.

This confidence, this “free speech,” comes because the of God affirms our close relationship to God
when we keep His commandments and live a life pleasing to Him. John narrows the requirement of keeping the
commandments to these: in the name of His son, Jesus Christ, and one another.

Our confidence before God only comes when we accept Who Jesus is according to God’s word. Only a fully
Jesus can be your substitute, paying your penalty for sin on the cross. Only a fully Jesus can
be your advocate with the Father. Minimize who He is, and you will never speak freely before the Father. Your
and with God will be enhanced by accepting with confidence that Jesus is Who

He said He is.

The 2™ requirement to have confidence, to freely speak before God, is that we love one another. Loving one

another is the way His love is made in us. Somehow loving one another completes God’s love in
us—you He loves you.

When you accept that Jesus is Who He said He is—the member of the Trinity Who carries the of
the Father and God in the flesh Who for you, you will have the confidence to speak boldly, and His

that passes all understanding will be yours.

A Few Announcements:

Tuesday AM Bible Study will be starting up again this week, January 13, at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.
This Bible Study will continue with the Jesus Always Bible Study Series: Following God’s Direction by Sarah
Young, which was begun in the fall. All are invited to join the study, even if you were not a part of the study in
the fall. Contact Carol Fisher for more information at 801.706.3004.

Women of Prayer Luncheon: Monday, January 19, from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm, all women are invited to come
to this luncheon at Gail Anderson’s house (7818 Mary Carolyn). Kim Beckman will be the guest speaker,
presenting “Show Up to 2026.” Please RSVP to Gail at 210.863.5254.

Life Line Screening will be offered at Crossroads on Friday, February 13. Life Line Screening provides stroke
and cardiovascular disease risk screenings, which will identify your risk level for the following diseases:
Carotid Artery Disease, Peripheral Arterial Disease, Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm, and Atrial Fibrillation.
Schedule your appointment by going to www.llsa.social/habc or calling 800.324.9458.

Dr. Doug Diehl
San Antonio, TX 78254



